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The Somerset Hills  

Holiday House Tour 

 

Sunday, December 9  ·  11 am to 4 pm 

The most celebrated house tour in the Somerset Hills returns this holiday season! For over a quarter of a 
century, the Holiday House Tour, sponsored by The Historical Society of the Somerset Hills, has been a 
community tradition. The signature event will include five distinct properties showcasing historic preserva-
tion, custom interior design and creative holiday décor. Among those featured is one of the earliest and 
most significant historic homes in Bernards Township, commonly known as the Van Dorn homestead 
named for Ferdinand Van Dorn who also constructed the adjacent stone mill. A beautifully restored early 
1900s homestead-style residence with a carriage house is also on the self-guided tour. The Brick Academy, 
an 1809 schoolhouse and historic landmark, will serve as the hospitality center. 

 

Volunteers 
 

The Holiday House Tour attracts many visitors and its success requires nearly 100 volunteers! By volun-
teering you will provide essential support to the Historical Society, enjoy a festive afternoon and receive a 
free HHT ticket! If you are interested in being a house docent, please call June Campbell at 908-647-2241. 
Parking assistants and cookie bakers, please contact THSSH at 908-221-1770.  Thank You!  

 

Tickets 
 

The Holiday House Tour is the Historical Society's primary fundraiser. Tickets cost $35 per person for 
THSSH members ($40 for non-members). Tickets may be purchased by check payable to THSSH.         
Ensure the check includes your name, address and phone number. Mail the check and a self-addressed, 
legal size, stamped envelope to: THSSH, P.O. Box 136, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920. Requests for tickets 
must be received prior to December 2. Tickets are not sold the day of the event. 
 

The Holiday House Tour will be held regardless of weather conditions and tickets are non-refundable. 
Please note, the event may not be suitable for children under 12 years. For further information, visit 
www.thssh.org or call 908-221-1770. 
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Haunted Walking Tour  
Sunday, October 28  ·  5 PM 

 

 

     Join us for a fall classic as our lantern-

carrying Witch of Basking Ridge entertains 

with chilling tales that have held the test of 

time - Lady of the Swamp, The Express Train to 

Hell, The War Ghosts, and The Secret Room. And 

of course, the one-hour spooky tour includes 

a nerve-shattering stroll through the historic 

church graveyard! 

     The tour begins at the Brick Academy at 

15 W. Oak Street in Basking Ridge. Please 

note, the event may not be suitable for chil-

dren under 10 years.  

     Tickets are $5 for THSSH members and 

one guest. Non-member tickets are $10 per 

person. The event is held rain or shine. Pur-

chased tickets are non-refundable, but may 

be transferred to another guest. For infor-

mation and to register, visit www.thssh.org 

preferred or call 908-221-1770. 

 

Brick Academy Events  

 

   Elder Voices Program November 11 

     2 - 4 pm 
 

   Holiday Kids Craft/ December 1 

   Town Tree Lighting  3 - 5 pm 
 

   Holiday House Tour December 9  

   (Hospitality Center) 11am - 4pm  
   
 

 

Visit www.thssh.org 

for details and future events! 

Militaria Exhibit  
 

 

     A new “pop-up” exhibit at The Brick Academy 

has been installed which involves World War One 
ephemera and items. The exhibit has been prepared 

to acknowledge the centennial of World War One 

which started on July 28, 1914 and ended on              
November 11, 1918. The United States entered the 

War in 1917.   

     The exhibit contains WWI war medals, photo-
graphs, engravings and other documents from the 

collection of Dan Lincoln, THSSH President. The 

items shown are from Mr. Lincoln’s Grandparents: 
Ralph Gorham Hadley, a hero in WWI, Daniel         

Waldo Lincoln, a First Lieutenant in the Army and 
Harriet Brayton Nichols Lincoln. One engraving is 

of a WWI Bi-plane going down. Mrs. Lincoln tragi-

cally lost her brother, Brayton Nichols, in Germany 
near Wittlich. He crashed in a plane accident on 

April 2, 1919 over a farm field in Kordel, Landkreis 

Trier Saarburg, in the Rhineland after the war and a 
few weeks before his scheduled return to the States.  

    

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

     Also included are copies of Ralph Hadley’s per-
sonal letters to his mother during the war, and Daniel 

W. Lincoln’s officer class notes on mustard and    
other poisonous gas methods used by the Germans. 

The militaria exhibit is located on the main floor of 

the Brick Academy at the right rear display cabinet 
through the end of the year.  

     The Historical Society continues to feature local 

visitors’ personal collections with Brick Academy              
Museum exhibits changing approximately every two 

months. Each collector can assist in arranging the 

display and may provide an “opening reception” and 
brief talk for friends and family. Collectors who 

would like to display an exhibit are encouraged to 

contact Trustee Meg Wastie at kitmeg@verizon.net.     

mailto:kitmeg@verizon.net
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     The Historical Society of the Somerset Hills congratulates the Grain House celebrating its 250th 
construction anniversary! In 1768, Samuel Lewis, a miller from Franklin Corners in Bernards Town-
ship, built a water-powered grist mill and a barn along the Passaic River on land originally acquired 
from William Penn. His grandson, Richard Southard, bought the property in 1777 and soon found that 
the convenient location along a major thoroughfare between New York and Philadelphia, so practical 
for commerce, placed him directly in the middle of the Revolutionary War. His small wooden mill sup-
plied desperately needed flour, meal and feed to the Continental Army encampment at Jockey Hollow 
in Morristown during the bitter winter of 1779-80. Since the barn was used to store the army’s grain, it 
is still known today as the Grain House.  
     As the war moved south, quiet once again settled over the mill. Samuel Woodward, another family 
member, owned it until the early 19th century. His daughter, Phebe, married Ferdinand Van Dorn, a 
Peapack miller, who later bought the property. His business prospered and the little mill could not keep 
up with demand. In 1842, he erected a larger stone mill with an inside water wheel system. The land-
mark building is still there today and is known as the Van Dorn Mill. 
     The property passed through several hands in the ensuing years and gradually fell into disrepair 
however, in 1928 it received a surprising new lease on life. Famous restaurateur William Childs saw 
intriguing possibilities in the barn standing near the old mill.  Childs moved the barn across the road to 
the eastern side of Route 202 the following year and began converting it to an inn. At the time, the 
barn's roof and sides were gone, but the structure was solid. William Childs’ Olde Mill Inn was an           
immediate success and cemented his family’s already sterling reputation in the restaurant business. 
William had started the first Childs restaurant with his brother Samuel (later a New Jersey Senator) in 
1889 on Cortland Street in New York City. The restaurant chain grew to be one of the largest in the 
world with 107 locations in North America serving 50 million meals a year. The Childs family owned 
the barn property until 1952.      
     In the 1970s, the present Olde Mill Inn was constructed and the Grain House remained as the res-
taurant for the hotel. By 1993, both buildings were outdated and purchased by the Bocina Group. Two 
years later, the Grain House reopened after being completely refurbished in an upscale Federalist           
Colonial style. 
     The Grain House remains fundamentally unchanged since Colonial times. The original wagon and 
machinery room is now the William Childs Dining Room, the grain storage area that fed Washington’s 
army is the Grain Room, the horse stable is the Coppertop Pub, and haymow space beneath the roof 
beams are offices and meeting rooms named for notable Somerset Hills figures including William          
Alexander, John Annin, Millicent Fenwick, Mary Lewis Kinnan, and Henry Southard. The Grain 
House, deeply rooted in our area's past and so lovingly preserved by all its owners, offers a historic         
atmosphere of charm and fellowship not duplicated anywhere else in New Jersey. 
 

Full article, by Trustee Brooks Betz, at www.thssh.org 

The Grain House  

250th Anniversary 

http://www.historicalsocietyofsomersethills.org/Images/BR_Grain House Ad 1938.jpg


     Six Ridge High School students have started researching 
local history through the Historical Society of the Somerset 
Hills. Meeting once or twice a week, the students gather in the 
lower level of the Brick Academy, poring through boxes of 
photographs, documents and artifacts donated to THSSH.                
     Trustee Meg Wastie decided to start a group of “Young 
Historians,” high school students who are earning community 
service credit through working with the donated materials. The 

students meet to sort through documents and photographs, 
learning a lot about local history while they make connections 
between founding families in the Somerset Hills. They keep 

folders with different family names and specific locations, 
sorting and adding to their folders with each new find.  

 

 

   Photograph: 
   (left to right)  
   Anne Kleinle 
   Jack Browne  
   Jule Merrigan    
   Samantha Laham 
 

 

     “I really enjoy working with these high school students,” 
commented Wastie. “Their excitement upon finding relation-
ships and connections among the papers and photographs in 
the donation boxes is contagious. They are enjoying them-
selves, learning a lot about their community, and doing a             
service for the Historical Society.” 
     The Young Historians, dressed in their new “Got  History?” 
T-shirts, will also be volunteering at THSSH events. Stop by 
to meet them and see these dedicated students in action! 
 

 
   Photograph:  
   (left to right) 
   Pari Mandalapu 
   Anne Kleinle  
   Meg Wastie  
   (Trustee/Advisor)  
   Jack Browne  
   Scott Layton 
 
 
 
 

 young historians  
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MEMBERSHIP DUES  

 

     The Historical Society is kicking off its 
2019 Membership Renewal Campaign!   
     Tax deductible dues allow THSSH to 
function as a 501(c)3 non-profit organiza-
tion and follow its mission to acquire, con-
serve and share artifacts and information 
on matters of local historic interest; culti-
vate interest in local history;  encourage the 
preservation of local historic resources; 
facilitate historic research; and preserve, 
operate, and interpret the Brick Academy. 
     Continue to enjoy membership benefits 
of advanced notice of special programs and 
events; free access to the Brick Academy 
research library; bookstore and gift items; 
discounts on rights and reproduction fees; 
‘Inside the Brick Academy’ newsletter;  
advocacy leadership on Somerset Hills his-
tory; and historic preservation scholarships.  
     Please return your annual membership 
dues with any updated contact information 
in the provided remittance envelope by              

November 18, 2018.  Thank You! 

http://www.historicalsocietyofsomersethills.org/brick_academy.php
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P.O. Box 136 

Basking Ridge, NJ 07920 

908.221.1770 

www.thssh.org  
 

Museum Hours: 

First Sunday of the Month 

2 pm to 4 pm  


