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TRADITIONS...

WANTED: ONE GOOD BARBER

After Nearly 70 years, a Peapack - Gladstone Tradition May
Be Coming to the End of an Era

By Ruth Hill Thomson

( (])eapack and Gladstone are two
of the neatest and most pleas-
ant villages in the state, both

towns are growing rapidly” (From a newspa-
per article dated May 15, 1903)

One hundred vyears later, the
Borough of Peapack and Gladstone
has grown some, but not too much. It
is still a unique village with hometown
traditions.

Still, there have been changes. At
one time there were four barbers in
town, now there is only one and his
legacy is in question.

Joseph Telesco, our village’s last bar-
ber, has decided to retire to Florida
this fall with his wife Jessie. It was a
hard decision but much of Joe’s family
is now living in Florida, and he wants
to be closer to his children and grand-
children.

This decision is not an isolated fact

Above: The Telesco Barber Shop and Beauty Salon in Peapack has been a tradition since
1934. Bottom left: Joe Telesco gives regular cusiomer and Weichert realtor, John Cushing a trim.

of life, however - it is the end of an era
for the Telesco family and could be the
end of an era in Peapack and
Gladstone.

Joe’s father, William Telesco, came
to the United States as a teenager and
apprenticed as a barber in Newark. In
1934, he came out to Peapack and
bought a building for his barbershop
that also housed a candy store and gas
station. As the family grew, (six chil-
dren who all attended local schools),
Mr. Telesco bought a house and prop-
erty at 95 Main Street. After some
alterations, he opened up a barbershop
and a beauty salon with his residence
in back. William’s son Vito and his
daughter Fannie ran the beauty salon




while he ran the barbershop.

Joe wasn’t sure he wanted to follow
in his father’s footsteps although he
attended Barber school in New York
and worked with his father for a while
after graduating from Bernard’s High
School.

To satisfy his questions about what
career to follow, he enlisted in the
Army in 1962 and was sent to
Germany as a finance and travel clerk
with the Eighth Infantry Division. A
few days before his discharge, his life
changed dramatically. He was riding in
a Volkswagen with some friends when
a drunk driver slammed into them.
When rescuers arrived at the scene
they found Joe’s friends, who had been
thrown from the car, but didn’t see
Joe. Then one of them saw a pair of
legs jutting out from under the car’s
flaming chassis - it was Joe. By the
time he was pulled out he had suffered
second and third degree burns over his
upper
endured skin grafts and lost his hair as
a result of his burns. He has had to

arms, torso and head. Joe

wear a hairpiece ever since, which he
considers rather ironic for a barber.
After a long recovery in Germany and
at Walter Reed Army Medical center in
Washington, DC, he finally came home
to Peapack. (Joe will always be grateful
to representative, Peter Frelinghuysen,
who helped him so much after his
traumatic experience and who helped
him get a financial settlement from the
Army to cover his extensive medical
expenses.)

When Joe returned home, his
father’s barbershop became a “secure
place of recovery”. He started cutting
hair in 1965 and has been doing it ever
since. In 1968, he was “fortunate™ to
be introduced to a young nanny from
Edinburgh, Scotland, named Jessie
Bradshaw. They were married in 1968
and were blessed with a son and
daughter, who now have families of
their own.

Barbering has been very rewarding
for Joe. The Telesco’s often sponsored
“Hair-Cut-A-Thons” for the benefit of
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Gait's Corner Deli

Fresh Bagels...Muffins made daily...Breakfast Sandwiches...Wraps
Homemade Quiche...Sandwiches made to order...Homemade
Soup...Salads...Daily Lunch Specials...Espresso...Cappuccino...

Deli Meats sliced to order

Call In Your Breakfast or Lunch Order for Faster Pick Up
See Our Catering Menu For Your Next Office or Home Party

Phone (908) 719-3321 Fax (908) 719-7820

Family Owned and Operated by Bill and Susan Hartland
Open Monday-Friday 6:30 AM to 6:30 PM
Saturday-6:30 AM fo 5:00 PM

271 Main Street Gladstone, New Jersey 07934

Pl 5N

Unleash your dog
the safe way.

DogWateh

HIDDEN FENCE SYSTEMS

Joe Frasciello, owner of Guardian Hidden Fence,

“The finest compliment I can receive
is a referral from one of my customers.”

Recipient of the 2002
Dealer of the Year Award

Toll free 1 888-275-5854 _

or visit WWW.DOGWATCH.COM

15 PERRY STREET
CHESTER, NJ 0793
(908) 879-6569

18 MAIN STREET
CLINTON, NJ 08809
(908) 730-7977

Distinctive Accessories for
Canines, Felines ¢ Humines

Pets Welcome!
Gourmet Pet Bakery o Finest Quality Supplies ® Breed Specific Gifts

OPEN EVERY DAY

(o]

WELLBREDONLINE.COM
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Matheny School and the Peapack -
Gladstone First Aid Squad. I’'m grate-
ful to Joe for always helping my sons
into the barber chair, as well as my Jim,
who suffered from Parkinson’s disease.
People like Joe and his family make liv-
ing in a small town extra special.

Joe’s father and sister Ilannie. are
deceased, Vito has already retired and
now Joe is closing up shop. The “reg-
ulars” will miss coming in for their
sports
scores, family news and the talk of the
town. Joe would really like to find a
replacement for all his faithful cus-
tomers but it’s difficult these days - as
Joe says,
are a dying breed”.

haircuts and sharing news,

“Shave and haircut barbers

Good Luck Joe - we’ll miss youl!

Joe is looking for a good barber to take bis
place. If you always dreamt of opening up a
traditional barbershop in a small town, this
is the perfect chance to become part of a great
community! For more information, contact Joe
Telesco at (908) 234-1971.

(Lee Wolfe)
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” MACKINSON

TURF MANAGEMENT

WHY MACKINSON TURF? SPECIALIZING IN...

e 20 years turf experience golf courses o Crabgrass, broadleaf, grub

home lawns and chinch bug control

e Degrees from Cook College & SUNY o 100% natural, organic-based

. rograms
e Hometown personal service B

Core Aeration e Slice Seeding e Lawn Renovation e Vegetation/Poison
Ivy Control e Custom Programs

Call today for a FREE lawn care analysis

(908) 439-9909
Paul Mackinson PO Box 22 Pottersville, NJ 07979

THE DEPARTMENT OF IRRIGATION

e QUALITY UNDERGROUND IRRIGATION SYSTEMS
e DECORATIVE LANDSCAPE LIGHTING

e RELIABLE SERVICE

973 275 1639

“THE IRRIGATION PROFESSIONALS”
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